
In the past, the curricula that Principal Belair used as a classroom teacher were not hitting 
the mark. “I was at a district-level school and the curriculum was very rigid,” she shared, “As 
a teacher, you had to read verbatim what was printed in the book. Then I taught at a private 
school where I had no program to support me at all.” Her list of requirements for Delta Charter’s 
new ELA program included a proven research base, a strong close reading strategy, a �exible 
instructional model, and support for the shifts in ELA standards. 



RD17M15750Percent of Students Who Met or Exceeded ELA Standards on the 

California Smarter Balanced Assessment, by Cohort:

Delta Elementar y Charter School3rd07095	4th07096	4th07095	

5th07096

80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

46%63% 40%45%

W

e

 

u

n

d

e

r

s

t

a

n

d

 

t

h

a

t

 

c

l

a

s

s

 

p

e

r

f

o

r

m

a

n

c

e

 

c

a

n

 

i

m

p

r

o

v

e

 

d

u

e

 

t

o

 

a

 

n

u

m

b

e

r

 

o

f

 

f

a

c

t

o

r

s

,

 

i

n

c

l

u

d

i

n

g

 

t

h

e

 

i

n

n

a

t

e

 

a

b

i

l

i

t

y

 

a

n

d

 

p

r

i

o

r

 

e

d

u

c

a

t

i

o

n

 

o

f

 

t

h

e

 

s

t

u

d

e

n

t

s

 

p

a

r

t

i

c

i

p

a

t

i

n

g

,

 

a

s

 

w

e

l

l

 

a

s

 

d

i

�

e

r

e

n

c

e

s

 

a

m

o

n

g

 

p

r

o

f

e

s

s

o

r

s

 

a

n

d

 

t

h

e

i

r

 

p

e

d

a

g

o

g

i

e

s

.

 

 

W

e

 

b

e

l

i

e

v

e

 

t

h

a

t

,

 

e

v

e

n

 

t

a

k

i

n

g

 

t

h

e

s

e

 

f

a

c

t

o

r

s

 

i

n

t

o

 

a

c

c

o

u

n

t

,

 

[

M

H

E

 

p

r

o

d

u

c

t

]

 

c

a

n

 

c

o

n

t

r

i

b

u

t

e

 

t

o

 

i

m

p

r

o

v

e

m

e

n

t

s

 

i

n

 

s

t

u

d

e

n

t

 

o

u

t

c

o

m

e

s

.

I

t

’

s

 

b

e

e

n

 

t

h

e

 

r

i

g

h

t

 

�

t

 

f

o

r

 

t

h

e

 

s

c

h

o

o

l

,

 

a

c

c

o

r

d

i

n

g

 

t

o

 

P

r

i

n

c

i

p

a

l

 

B

e

l

a

i

r

.

 

“

W

i

t

h

 

c

h

a

r

t

e

r

 

s

c

h

o

o

l

s

 

c

o

m

e

s

 

f

r

e

e

d

o

m

,

”

 

s

h

e

 

c

o

m

m

e

n

t

e

d

,

 

a

n

d

 

W

o

n

d

e

r

s

 

h

a

s

 

p

r

o

v

i

d

e

d

 

h

e

r

 

t

e

a

c

h

e

r

s

 

w

i

t

h

 

t

h

e

 

�

e

x

i

b

l

e

 

i

n

s

t

r

u

c

t

i

o

n

a

l

 

m

o

d

e

l

 

s

h

e

 

w

a

s

 

l

o

o

k

i

n

g

 

f

o

r

,

 

a

n

d

 

t

h

e

 

f

r

e

e

d

o

m

 

t

o

 

i

m

p

l

e

m

e

n

t

 

t

h

e

 

p

r

o

g

r

a

m

 

b

a

s

e

d

 

o

n

 

t

h

e

i

r

 

s

t

u

d

e

n

t

s

’

 

n

e

e

d

s

 

a

n

d

 

t

h

e

i

r

 

p

r

o

f

e

s

s

i

o

n

a

l

 

j

u

d

g

m

e

n

t

.

 

W

h

e

n

 

a

s

k

e

d

 

h

o

w

 

W

o

n

d

e

r

s

 

d

i

�

e

r

s

 

f

r

o

m

 

o

t

h

e

r

 

r

e

a

d

i

n

g

 

p

r

o

g

r

a

m

s

,

 

M

r

s

.

 

B

e

l

a

i

r

 

r

e

p

l

i

e

d

,

 

“

I

 

l

i

k

e

 

t

h

e

 

b

a

l

a

n

c

e

.

 

I

 

l

i

k

e

 

t

h

a

t

 

W

o

n

d

e

r

s

 

i

s

 

a

 

c

u

r

r

i

c

u

l

u

m

 

y

o

u

 

c

a

n

 

j

u

m

p

 

r

i

g

h

t

 

i

n

t

o

.

 

O

u

r

 

n

e

w

 

t

e

a

c

h

e

r

s

 

a

p

p

r

e

c

i

a

t

e

 

t

h

e

 

s

t

r

u

c

t

u

r

e

 

t

h

e

 

W

o

n

d

e

r

s

 

c

u

r

r

i

c

u

l

u

m

 

g

i

v

e

s

 

t

h

e

m

 

b

e

c

a

u

s

e

,

 

w

i

t

h

o

u

t

 

t

h

a

t

,

 

i

t

 

c

a

n

 

b

e

 

r

e

a

l

l

y

 

o

v

e

r

w

h

e

l

m

i

n

g

 

f

o

r

 

n

e

w

 

t

e

a

c

h

e

r

s

.

”

 

S

o

m

e

 

o

f

 

h

e

r

 

m

o

r

e

 

e

x

p

e

r

i

e

n

c

e

d

 

t

e

a

c

h

e

r

s

 

c

h

o

o

s

e

 

t

o

 

u

s

e

 

W

o

n

d

e

r

s

 

i

n

 

a

 

l

e

s

s

 

s

t

r

u

c

t

u

r

e

d

 

a

n

d

 

m

o

r

e

 

�

e

x

i

b

l

e

 

f

a

s

h

i

o

n

—

s

e

v

e

r

a

l

 

t

r

e

a

t

 

t

h

e

 

c

u

r

r

i

c

u

l

u

m

 

a

s

 

a

 

g

u

i

d

e

 

t

o

 

e

n

s

u

r

e

 

c

o

n

s

i

s

t

e

n

c

y

 

o

f

 

i

n

s

t

r

u

c

t

i

o

n

,

 

w

h

i

l

e

 

o

t

h

e

r

s

 

h

a

v

e

 

a

d

o

p

t

e

d

 

i

t

 

a

s

 

a

 

s

e

t

 

o

f

 

r

e

s

o

u

r

c

e

s

 

s

o

 

t

h

e

y

 

“

d

o

n

’

t

 

h

a

v

e

 

t

o

 

�

n

d

 

w

a

y

s

 

t

o

 

c

r

e

a

t

e

 

t

h

e

i

r

 

o

w

n

.

”

 

P

r

i

n

c

i

p

a

l

 

B

e

l

a

i

r

 

i

s

 

s

u

p

p

o

r

t

i

v

e

 

o

f

 

t

h

e

s

e

 

v

a

r

i

o

u

s

 

m

o

d

e

l

s

—

 


