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DI techniques were effective in facilitating academic success for students of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds. 

One speci“  c DI program, Corrective 
Reading (Engelmann, 1988), has received 
some attention in the literature. For example, 
Thompson (1992) compared the effects of 
the Corrective Reading Decoding B program 
with whole language and traditional basal 
reading instruction. Students in the Corrective 
Reading group had lower intelligence scores 
and socioeconomic status than students in the 
comparison groups. Results suggest that only 
students in the Corrective Reading group had 
increased percentile rankings on the posttest 
of the Woodcock Johnson Reading test. In 
addition, students in the Corrective Reading 
group averaged a gain of 21 words per minute 
in reading fl uency compared to 13 words per 
minute for the traditional group and 7 words 
per minute for the whole language group.

Grossen (1997) summarized research on 
the effectiveness of the Corrective Reading 
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following directions within 10 s of the request, 

and being on task.  Inappropriate behavior was 

de“  ned as (a) out of area, any movement that 

was out of the area where the participant was 

assigned by the teacher; (b) noncompliance, 

failure of the participant to comply with 

teacher directions within 10 s of a request; (c) 

off task, participant•s eyes not directed to the 

task at hand or at the speaker for 3 consecutive 

seconds or longer; and (d) disruptive behavior, 

any physical contact with another person or 

person•s property or any sound created by 

the participant that distracted that person, a 

peer, or the teacher from the present task. The 

percentages of intervals of appropriate behavior 

were graphed for each participant.
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levels among students in special education classrooms.

Second, each participant•s background 

and preference of reading material may have 

in”  uenced the data from the grade-level 

generalization passages. The participants• 

reading dif“  c u l t i e s  ( s e e  Table 1 for 
reading scores) and subsequent ability to 
independently and accurately read text from 
grade-level materials is an important issue. 
In many cases, students with known reading 
diffi culties are asked to read subject texts in 
general education classrooms that have not 
been adapted to match their abilities. Such 
was the case in this study where participants in 
classroom 1 had an average grade-equivalent 
score of 3.0 and classroom 2 had an average 
score of 2.9 while the generalization passages 
were four and three grade levels above that 
of the students’ abilities, respectively. Future 
research may want to assess the effects of 
closer matches between students’ ability 
and subject grade-level text on oral reading 
fl uency. In addition, if participants were 
interested in the subject matter of the passage 
or had positive histories in these general 
education classrooms, their performance may 
have been affected. Several of the participants 
verbally protested their lack of choice once 
exposed to a generalization passage. Future 
research could focus on providing students 
with challenging behaviors with a choice of 
generalization passages. Giving choices to 
students with challenging behaviors during 
academic activities has resulted in increased 
academic engagement and accuracy as well 
as decreased inappropriate behavior (e.g., 
Clarke et al., 1995; Jolivette, Wehby, Canale, 
& Massey, 2001).

Third, the number of behavioral 
observations conducted across participants 
and settings (general education versus special 
education) was unequal, for several reasons. 

First, nine days of planned observations were 
cancelled because of school cancellations. 
Second, absences of participants for unknown 
reasons (e.g., David was absent for 2 weeks at 
the end of the study) and in-school suspensions 
(e.g., Bill and Will were suspended for 3 days, 
Tammy and Anthony for 1 day) were frequent. 
Future research should be conducted with 
students with minimal histories of absences 
and in-school suspensions. Second, some 
participants received more instruction in 
general education settings than in special 
education settings, and vice versa, according 
to their IEPs. For example, some of the 
participants received only reading instruction 
from the special education teacher, while other 
participants received all services from the 
special education teacher except for art, music, 
and P.E., where reading activities were limited. 
Future research could include preplanned 
reading activities in these settings to ensure 
opportunities for observations. Third, the time 
of day in which reading was scheduled may 
have infl uenced observation opportunities. For 
example, if reading activities were scheduled 
for the last portion of the day, it was more 
likely that an observation would be cancelled 
because of participant inappropriate behavior 
earlier in the day. Future research may want to 
counterbalance the time of day observations are 
to be conducted or to schedule observations at 
the beginning of or in the middle of the day. 

If students with academic and behavioral 
challenges are to break the pattern of outcome 
data they currently present (Knitzer et al., 
1990; U.S. Department of Education, 2001), 
they must be given the academic and social 
skills necessary to prepare them for success 
in and out of school. This study and previous 
literature support the use of appropriate 
academic curricula such as the Corrective 
Reading program, alongside appropriate 
teacher behavior, in improving the oral 
reading fl uency of students with behavioral 
challenges and reading diffi culties. Although 
research shows that DI methods provide the 
best chance of success for these students, it 
is essential for students who may be at risk 
for academic or social failure to be provided 
with empirically based instruction (Serna, 
Nielson, Lambros, & Forness, 2000). Future 
research that extends the current literature 
base and addresses the limitations of this study 
is warranted to investigate both academic 
and social interventions and their effects on 
addressing the complex needs of students with 
challenging behavior and reading diffi culties.
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