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Research

Developer and contact

flue e ©.ns is distributed by SRA/McGraw-Hill.
Address: 220 East Danieldale Road Desoto, TX 75115-2490.
Web: http://www.sraonline.com/. Telephone: (888) 772-4543.

Scope of use
No information is available on the number of students or schools
using the program.

Teaching

The program’s 45-minute lessons are designed for groups of up
to 20 students, ideally ve times a week. It has two components,
decoding and comprehension,* each with four levels. The
number of lessons varies by component and level. Decoding
level A, designed for non-readers, has 65 lessons. It emphasizes
basic decoding skills: rhyming, sounding out, sentence reading,
and story reading. Levels B1 and B2 (65 lessons) are designed
for struggling readers who do not read uently or who confuse
similar words. These levels teach students to become automatic
decoders, with the increased self-con dence to read 90 words
per minute by the end of B1 and 120 words per minute by the

end of B2. Level C (125 lessons) is designed for students who
experience dif culty with vocabulary and complex sentence
structures. This level bridges the gap between advanced word
decoding skills and the ability to read informational text. All levels
contain ongoing mastery tests and individual reading checkouts
to assess individual student achievement.

VIR .4, USESA direct instruction approach, a
scripted presentation that uses a brisk pace, carefully chosen
exercises and examples, and other presentation techniques. The
publisher provides approximately seven hours of staff develop-
ment that focuses on how to deliver direct instruction and use
the program materials. Follow-up observations and coaching
are recommended. A Teaching Tutor CD-Rom provides ongoing
support for teachers using s *«e " e € ny-

Cost

Prices range by level (A, B1, B2, C) and content (decoding,
comprehension). The cost of student materials ranges from $10 a
student for level A programs to $50 a student for level C materi-
als. Teacher materials cost approximately $200 per level.

Twenty- ve studies reviewed by the WWC investigated the
effects of g *re { € ny- One study (Torgesen et al., 2006)
was a randomized controlled trial that met WWC evidence stan-
dards. The remaining 24 studies did not meet evidence screens.
Torgesen et al. (2006) examined the effects of g *we " e

e ., , on 79 third-grade students in eight school units® in

]
Pennsylvania.®

4. The comprehension component, which was not evaluated in studies reviewed by the WWC, is not fully described here.

5. A school unit consists of several partnered schools so that the cluster included two third-grade and two fth-grade instructional groups. Because of the
age range of the beginning reading review, only data of the third graders were included in this review.

6. For the purposes of this study, only the word-level skill components of g *«e"{ e €. n s Were implemented, but the study noted that the complete
version contains instructional routines and materials that also focus on comprehension and vocabulary.

7. The Extent of Evidence Categorization was developed to tell readers how much evidence was used to determine the intervention rating, focusing on the
number and size of studies. Additional factors associated with a related concept, external validity, such as the students’ demographics and the types of
settings in which studies took place, are not taken into account for the categorization.
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Research (continuea)

Effectiveness

The WWC found Corrective
Reading

8. For de nitions of the domains, see the Beginning Reading Protocol.
9. The level of statistical signi cance was reported by the study authors or, where necessary, calculated by the WWC to correct for clustering within class-
rooms or schools and for multiple comparisons. For an explanation, see the WWC Tutorial on Mismatch. See the Technical Details of WWC-Conducted

Computations for the formulas the WWC used to calculate the statistical signi cance. In the case ofg *«e " { e €nss no corrections for clustering or

multiple comparisons were needed.
July 2, 2007 n
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The average improvement index for alphabetics is +9 percentile
points across all ndings in the single study, with a range of +1 to
+13 percentile points. The improvement index for the single out-
come for uency is +11 percentile points. The average improvement
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